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The Security Crises of Written Chinese Characters as Seen from
the Perspective of Cultural Security
Yukun GAO

[ Abstract] One important dimension of China’s cultural security is the security of
written Chinese characters. The Chinese character system is a key vehicle for
Chinese culture, and to ensure the security of Chinese characters means that, 1) they
are to be free from threats, both external and internal; 2) they maintain their dominance
in Chinese culture, bearing a reasonable level of purity, bringing no inconvenience or
harm to people, and 3) no threats are to be imposed by external powers on the
Chinese people’s right to use them. Currently Chinese characters are suffering
potential crises in the domestic media and other fields of their application. There are,
however, misunderstandings about the security of Chinese characters and overlooking
of their rationality, purity and norm, resulting in the chaos and morbidity of their
writing system, and hence the inception of crises for the security of Chinese characters.
The excessive use of English abbreviations in the Chinese mass media poses external
threats to the security of Chinese characters. The internal threat comes from the
following three factors: the dual system of simplified and traditional Chinese characters
for mainland and Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan; the growing inability of the Chinese
people in their written language; and the abuse of inelegant words. It is of vital
importance to confront the potential crises facing the security of Chinese characters,
to proactively cope with the issues, and to maintain security, integrity, and stability
of the Chinese character system, so as to contribute to the implementation of the
overall national security outlook, the maintenance of cultural confidence and resilience,
as well as the promotion of cultural soft power of China.

[ Key Words] cultural security; security of Chinese characters; Chinese characters;
potential crisis; external risk; internal risk
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“Shared Security ”: Philosophical Tradition, Political Thoughts
and Diplomatic Practice

—A Study of the Theoretical Origins of the Chinese School of
Non-traditional Security Studies

Zhijiang WEI

[ Abstract] In recent years there has been a growing academic interest in the
construction of a Chinese school of international relations studies as well as the
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