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in science and technology related to national
security, the development of national securi-
ty-related disciplines, and the cultivation of
innovative talents on national security.
Keywords: national security, key
scientific issues, key disciplinary issues

ThouPhts on Speeding Up the
Development of National Secu-
rity as an Academic Discipline
alnd the Training of Profession-
als

Cheng Lin

Abstract: This paper provides several
suggestions for building the newly launched
first-level discipline of national security
studies, with a focus on the need to uphold a
holistic approach to national security as the
overarching principle. It also emphasizes
that we should study and resolve major prac-
tical problems confronting China's national
security in light of the needs of our country
and society, and in a spirit of innovation and
creativity, explore the characteristics of the
discipline of national security studies and
the building of its theoretical base and
systemic architecture. Relevant colleges and
universities should fully harness their own
advantages in terms of disciplines and
teachers in the construction of sub-disci-
plines in national security-related academic
fields and the education of first-class talents
in national security studies. Moreover, this
paper proposes ten recommendations for
developing national security studiesinto a
first-class academic discipline, which include
giving full play to the role of think tanks in
efforts to provide theoretical and talent
support for the safeguarding of China’s
national security.

Keywords: national security studies,
first-level discipline, theoretical innova-
tion, disciplinary characteristics, education
of special talents

Based in China and Embracing
the World: Establishing a Disci-
plinary System of National Secu-
rity with Chinese Characteristics

Tang Shiqi, Yu Tiejun, and Qi Haotian

Abstract: A holistic approach to
national security sets forth rich, complex,

comprehensive, and integrated require-
ments, both in theory and practice, for the
research and discipline building of nation-
al security studies. Building a holistic
national security architecture requires
systematic thinking and a holistic, com-
posite approach. This is based on the expe-
rience of similar disciplines abroad and,
more importantly, in accordance with the
demands of China's national security
environment and goals. We should devel-
op the discipline of national security
studies in a composite manner. We need to
understand the twin attributes of the
discipline that it is both interdisciplinary
and comprehensive and the relationship
between these two attributes. The focus of
national security studies should be on
resolving national security issues with the
help of a combination of academic
achievements in natural sciences, social
sciences, and humanities. As an emerging
discipline, national security studies will
have three functions: scientific research,
education, and policy support. Its develop-
ment requires full consideration and
concerted collaboration at multiple levels,
including theory building, practical guid-
ance, and social division of labor. Assigned
to the interdisciplinary category, national
security studies bear the attributes of a
comprehensive discipline in nature. This
discipline is not a mechanical intersection;
it requires an organic integration that goes
far beyond. Only in this way can national
security studies truly fulfill the political

and academic missions of “filling vacu-
ums”at the borders of traditional disci-
plines.

Keywords: holistic approach to
national security, national security studies,
composite security, discipline building,
talent development

On the Concept of National
Security Studies

JiZhiye

Abstract: The birth of national
security studies in China as an indepen-
dent academic discipline can be deemed
the product of the endeavors of New China
in safeguarding its national security and
the result of the assiduous explorations by
the Chinese academic community since
the reform and opening up. Clarifying the



concept of national security studies is
undoubtedly an extremely important task
for the construction of this emerging
discipline. Over the past three decades,
Chinese scholars have made useful at-
tempts to explain what national security
studies are. However, such efforts are still
in their infancy, and the concept of nation-
al security studies demands further discus-
sion. This paper starts with the definitions
of nation and national security and then
tries to define and analyze the concept of
national security studies. Finally, for the
sake of academic discussion, it prelimi-
narily compares the differences between
national security studies as an indepen-
dent discipline and political science as an
adjacent discipline.

Keywords: national security studies,
concept clarification, national security

Building a Strong, Amiable, and
Modern Socialist Country—Mao
Zedong's Thought on National
Security

Jiang Yong

Abstract: Building a strong, modern
socialist country is not only the strategic
vision and goal for the development of
China, but also the most solid foundation
and the most reliable guarantee for its
national security. In modern times, China
was mired in backwardness and conse-
quently suffered repeated foreign aggres-
sions. The backwardness of the old China
manifested itself in the level of the produc-
tive forces, when there was no industrial-
ization and cattle-drawn iron plows were
used in agricultural production, as well as
in the relations of production, which were
poorly organized and severely fragmented.
By contrast, New China was committed to
promoting its industrialization, which
resulted in the establishment of a complete
and independent industrial system. Thus,
the Chinese people were united as one and
strong as a fortress. They helped build the
social and economic foundation for a
strong, modern country. Now, China has
the power to defeat all foreign aggressors
and deter those that have designs on it.
The“drifting apart” within the European
Union, the dissolution of the Soviet Union,
and the ongoing decline of the United

Abstracts

States have all proved that building a
strong and modern country constitutes a
necessary but insufficient condition for
national security. As two Chinese adages
read, “Those who conquer others are
strong, but those who conquer themselves
are truly powerful”;“Modesty helps one go
forward, whereas conceit makes one lag
behind!” Only by building a strong and
amiable country that acts in accordance
with the basic principles of socialism and
the norms governing international rela-
tions can China enjoy long-lasting peace
and stability.

Keywords: strong socialist country,
wealthy country and strong army, mod-
ernization, industrialization

Deciphering the Updated Nation-
al Security Strategy of Russia

CICIR Institute of Eurasian Studies Task-
force

Abstract: In July 2021, Russia unveiled
its new version of National Security Strate-
gy (hereafter termed the Strategy). As the
basic strategic planning document that
defines the priorities of Russia in various
fields, the Strategy consists of five chapters,
which expound on the international
situation confronting Russia, its national
security risks, national interests, strategic
priorities, and policy goals and tasks.
Notably, the Strategy identifies nine strate-
gic national priorities considered essential
to ensuring Russia’s national security. The
Strategy exhibits distinctive features, from
which one can infer the policy orientations
of Russia. Domestically, the policies of
Russia will become more stringent; eco-
nomically, it will increasingly emphasize
security and self-reliance; and diplomati-
cally, it will seek opportunities amid chaos,
with a focus on the former Soviet Union
region (the “special military operation”
against Ukraine serves as a good example
in this respect) while paying increased
attention to several emerging issues. In
summary, general stability can be expected
in Russia over the foreseeable future; the
Russian economy will face grave challeng-
es; and confrontation and competition will
define Russia—West relations in the long
run.

Keywords: Russia, national security



